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Media Statement 
Trial of H.E. Cheam Channy, SRP Member of Parliament 

Phnom Penh, August 9, 2005 
 
The Cambodian Human Rights Action Committee (CHRAC), a coalition of 18 local NGOs, 
closely followed the trial proceedings at the Military Court on August 8th, 2005 to try H.E. 
Cheam Channy, a member of parliament from the opposition party. 
 
During the hearing, CHRAC observers noted that there was a lack of adequate evidence or 
credible testimonies to support the charges, of organized crime and committing fraud, against 
H. E. Cheam Channy by the prosecutor. CHRAC members observed many procedural 
violations, including the following: 
 

1- This case should not be under the jurisdiction of the military court because, as pointed 
out by the prosecutor, H.E. Cheam Channy is not a member of the military; 

2- During the trial, the defense counsel was not allowed to question all the witnesses of 
the prosecution, violating Article 24 of the Criminal Law during the Transitional 
Period and the judge's promise to permit such questioning; 

3- The judge did not allow any testimonies from witnesses of the defense, even though 
H.E. Cheam Channy's lawyer had requested at an earlier stage for his witnesses to be 
included; 

4- There was no credible evidence proving that H.E Cheam Channy had committed these 
crimes; 

5- The judge and prosecutor permitted the court clerk to read statements from witnesses 
who were either absent or deceased, even though the defense had no opportunity to 
cross examine them. This is a violation of the rights of the defendant. 

 
CHRAC concludes that there was inadequate evidence to try H.E. Cheam Channy. CHRAC 
acknowledges it is the judge’s right to sentence or not sentence the accused, but CHRAC 
strongly calls for the judge to base his decision exclusively on information given during the 
trial, and not to consider any additional information obtained after the trial. 
    
Contact Persons 
 
Mr. Sok Sam Oeun   Chairman of CHRAC and CDP Tel: 012 901 199 
Dr. Kek Galabru   President of LICADHO  Tel: 012 803 174 
Mr. Thun Saray  President of ADHOC   Tel: 016 880 509 



  

KN³kmμaFikarRbRBwtiþkmμ én GgÁkar-smaKmkarBarsiT§imnusSkm<úCa
CAMBODIAN    HUMAN    RIGHTS    ACTION    COMMITTEE 
ADHOC - CCPCR - CDP - CHHRA - CKIMHRDA - CWCC - GENEROUS - IDA - KKKHRA 

 KID - KKKHRDA - KSA - KYA - LAC - LICADHO - OUTREACH - TASK FORCE - VIGILANCE  
Address: No.12, St. 282, Boeng Keng Kong, Chamcar Mon, P.P, Tel/Fax: 351 415 E-mail: chrac@forum.org.kh 

___________________  ___________________ 
 

esckþIRbkasBt’man 
sþIGMBI svnakarelIkrNI Ék]tþm Cam c½nÞnI 

 

KN³km μaFikarRbRBwtþikm μ én GgÁkar-smaKmkarBarsiT§imnusSkm<úCa EdlrYmmanGgÁkar-
smaKm eRkArdæaPi)alcMnYn 18 CasmaCik )aneFVIkartamdanedayykcitþTukdak;elIdMeNIrkar 
énkarkat;kþIkrNI Ék]tþm Cam c½nÞnI edaytulakareyaFa kalBIéf¶TI 8 Ex sIha qñaM 2005.  

enAkñúgsvnakar KN³km μaFikarRbRBwtþikm μ )ansegáteXIjfa kareqøIybMPøWnanarbs;sakSI 
dak;bnÞúk nig karbgðajPsþútag edIm,Idak;bnÞúkelIÉk]tþm Cam c½nÞnI BuMmanehtuplRKb;RKan; 
sMrab;ecaTRbkan;eTAelIbTelμIsTaMgBIr ¬karbegáItkgkmøaMgRbdab;GavuFxusc,ab; nig GMeBIqe)ak¦ Edl 
tulakareyaFa)aneFVIkarecaTRbkan;enaHeT edayehtufa svnakarenH)anRbRBItþeTAeday xusnwgnItiviFI 
EdlmandUcxageRkam³ 

1-krNIenHBuMsßitenAkñúgsmtßkic©rbs;tulakareyaFa edayehtufa Ék]tþm Cam c½nÞnI 
BuMEmnCaeyaFin  ehIybBaðaenHelakRBHraCGaCJak¾)anTTYlsaÁl;enAkñúgsvnakarpgEdr . 

2-enAkñúgsvnakaremFavIminRtUv)anGnuBaØati[eFVIkarsYredjedaleTAelIsakSI EdlpÞúy 
eTAnwgmaRta 24 énc,ab;RBh μTNÐGnþrkal sþIBImeFüa)aybgðajPsþútag fVIt,itEt 
ecARkmCMnMCMrH)ansnüafa GnuBaØat[mankarsYredjedalk¾eday . 

3-ecARkmminGnuBaØati[sakSIedaHbnÞúkeFVIkareqøIybMPøWTal;EtesaHenAkñúgsvnakar eTaHbI 
CaemFavIrbs;Ék]tþm Cam c½nÞnI )anesñIsMubBa©ÚlsakSIenAeBlebIksvnakardMbUgk¾eday. 

4-BuMmanPsþútagykCakar)an Edlfa Ék]tþm Cam c½nÞnI )anRbRBwtþibTelμIs . 
5-ecARkmnigRBHraCGaCJa)anGnuBaØati[RkLabBa¢IGannUvkMNt;ehtusakSIGvtþmanCaeRcIn nig 

søab;  EdlminGac[emFavIrbs; Ék]tþm Cam c½nÞnI man»kaseFVIkarsaksYr 
edjedal)an EdlenHCakarbMBanelIsiT§iCnCab;ecaT . 

KN³km μaFikarRbRBwtþikm μyl;eXIjfa kñúgerOgkþIenHBMumanPsþútagRKb;RKan;enAkñúgkarecaT 
Rbkan;elIÉk]tþm Cam c½nÞnI enaHeT . fVIt,it EtkarsMercdak;eTas b¤ mindak;eTassßitenA 
elIqnÞanusiT§irbs;ecARkmk¾eday KN³km μaFikarRbRBwtþikm μ sUmGMBavnav[ecARkmykBt’man 
TTYl)anmkBIkarsYredjedalnaeBlsvnakarmkeFVIkarsMercesckþI nig sMukMu[mankarBicarNa 
elIBt’manepSg EdlTTYl)aneRkayeBlsvnakar . 

      PñMeBj/ éf¶TI8 ExsIha qñaM2005 

Bt’manbEnßmsUmTak;Tg³ 
-elak suk sMeGOn GñksRmbsRmYlKN³kmμaFikarRbRBwtþikmμ nig Canayk CDP TUrs½BÞelx³ 012 901 199 
-elakRsI Bug QIvekk  RbFanGgÁkarlIkadU TUrs½BÞelx³ 012 802 506 
-elak Fn saray RbFansmaKmGadhuk TUrs½BÞelx 016 880 509 
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